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Mark Toback, Ed.D.  
Superintendent of Schools 

50 Nellis Drive, Wayne, N.J. 07470 
mtoback@wayneschools.com         

Phone:  973 633-3032 
                                                                      Fax 973 628-8058                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

September 17, 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

I am writing today to clear up some questions and concerns that emerged during 

our first few days of school.  Now that we have a full day schedule for all of our 

students, we are back to serving lunch, and as I wrote before the start of the 

school year, this presents some unique pandemic-related challenges.  In 

addition, you will find a collection of topics based on the communications we 

received from parents.  We hope you will read the letter in its entirety because 

many issues are addressed. 

 

ELEMENTARY LUNCH SERVICE 

Due to the pandemic, all families are eligible to have their children receive free 

lunch regardless of income level.  In order to "unburden" our parent community, 

and knowing all students were eligible for free lunch, we started the year by not 

requiring parents to pre-order lunch.  Many parents send their children with lunch 

while others send their children with a snack to accompany their lunch.  It is 

impossible to determine the parents' intent.  This is especially true for our 

youngest students who have never received a school lunch before this school 

year.  The goal is to make lunch service efficient and enjoyable for our students 

while ensuring that all students who would like food are served.  We will 

temporarily revert to a lunch pre-ordering system for kindergarten and first grade, 

eliminating any confusion about who should receive school lunch.  Preschool 

families are already pre-ordering and will continue to do so.  More information will 

be coming from Sodexo, our food service provider, on Monday, September 20th. 
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ELEMENTARY SEATING DURING SCHOOL LUNCH 

In an effort to maximize social distancing, students in elementary schools may be 

having lunch at non-traditional locations. We ordered some additional tables to 

allow more students to be seated simultaneously while maintaining some level of 

social distancing. 

 

FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH APPLICATIONS 

Since lunch is currently free for all students, many parents believe there is no 

need to complete the free and reduced lunch application.  We encourage each 

parent to complete the free and reduced lunch application.  Keep in mind that 

these applications are vital for every school district and serve as the foundation 

for federal funding for our schools. Please be sure to complete the application by 

clicking here. 

 

REQUEST FOR MASK EXEMPTION 

Some parents requested that their child not be required to wear a mask during 

the school day. Please complete the form to request a mask exemption by 

clicking here. This form includes space to upload the required documentation 

from a medical professional as per Executive Order 253.  All mask exemption 

requests must be supported by medical documentation. 

Once a parent completes/submits the form linked above, the 504 committee will 

evaluate the request, and a letter will be sent to indicate whether or not the 

exemption criteria were met.  

 

BUS DRIVER SHORTAGE 

Currently, there is a shortage of commercial drivers across all transportation 

industries, including school transportation.  The lack of drivers caused problems 

with our bus service here in Wayne.  Currently, the District needs at least twelve 

additional drivers.  If you are interested, or you know someone who may be 

interested, we are willing to sponsor the training component of the licensing 

process at no cost.  Please call the transportation office at (973) 633-3144.  The 

salary range is from $26-$28 per hour plus excellent benefits. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/PickDistrict
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvLCkoPPrukmIiPxtDdDpklH3Z7cVBGdRhGZ_Ni1rNIUsYkg/viewform
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OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE COVID VACCINE 

If you or any other family members residing in Wayne are interested in receiving 

a COVID vaccine, please click here to view the Wayne Township Health 

Department flyer. 

 

TRAVEL AND QUARANTINE 

Many parents have been asking questions about travel and quarantine.  The 

critical thing to remember is that any guidance that exists now may change, and 

the District will follow any guidance at the time of return from travel.  We created 

the table below to communicate the current guidelines clearly, and we hope this 

will serve as a handy reference. 

 

 

 
 

TRAFFIC 

Over the first few days of school, we received complaints about traffic issues, 

congestion, and reckless driving on and near school property.  While we 

appreciate every parent making an effort to have their child(ren) arrive at school 

on time, a problem is created when so many are arriving at the same time.  

Please allow ample time for travel and drop off.  We have been in contact with 

the Wayne Police Department, and we requested their assistance in addressing 

some of the traffic issues.   

https://www.wayneschools.com/cms/lib/NJ02210894/Centricity/Domain/8/COVID%20Vaccination%20Clinic%20Flyer%202021.pdf
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The start of school is a wonderful time of the year, and we look forward to many 

positive experiences for your children throughout this school year.  While the 

pandemic will undoubtedly continue to impact each of us, by working together, 

we will be in a better position to overcome the obstacles we will face.  We hope 

you found this letter to be helpful. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 
Mark Toback, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 
 


